DRAFT PROPOSALS FOR THE DISCUSSION IN THE SELECTION COMMITTEE AND FOR A TEXT

Cecilia Brighi 

Worker Member of Italy

The eyes of the world is today on all of us. International organizations, workers, and people of Burma is waiting for our conclusions. These conclusions will affect the role of ILO and the concrete issue of forced labor.

The decisions taken just immediately before the Special Sitting on Burma from the government of Burma as the six moths moratoria” and the liberation of Su Su Nwe cannot be seen by the workers group as the signs to start once again a dialogue and a business as usual  attitude.

 These decisions do not modify in the substance the decisions and rules concerning the complainants, and not even take measure to liberate the other complainants in jail.

We have had even during the Conference reports of continuation of forced labor  the Burma Army captured 800 civilians and took 1000 prisoners and forced them all to porter for MO15. 

The Press Conference of the 11th  Minister for information General Kyaw Hsan. That affirmed “ now days  ILO and some antigovernment groups are accusing that there is forced labor in Myanmar and ILO should take action against Myanmar. They also accused that forced labor issue should be submitted to UN Security council. … .. transportation of materials and construction of building are made hrough tender system by paying carges. Forced labor is never used”

 On the issue of possible actions to remove obstacles and particularly on the 3 options proposed by the Office. We heard a number of governments in favour of these options as well the willingness of the employers to consider  such options.

The workers group are  in favour of option 2 that is that the Conference should decide following the art. IX of the UN/ILO agreement of 1946, to ask for  an advisory opinion from the International Court of Justice,
 being the right of the ILO to request such an advisory opinion not to be disputed.  This is  the fastest solution. It could be treated  in an urgent manner, it could be much more encompassing and the ILO remains the lead players. With such option workers and employers, as well as states have  the possibility to present  relevant information. This option is now days  widely used by international organizations to address highly complicated and political issues. .

While we support the choice of governments independently of the decision of the ILO to use  Option 1: binding ruling by the International Court of Justice under art. 37 of Constitution.
a) It covers disputes between states.

b) The ILO would not have a standing before the court but would have the right to send relevant document.
The workers appeal to governments particularly governments of developing countries to  consider such issues

 And particularly that only a stable economic situation can promote development and FDI. The situation of Burma does not allow for development. On the contrary as stated by the Vaclav Havel and Desmond Tutu Report  in Burma there are all the necessary conditions for a discussion of the situation of Burma in the UN Security Council
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